	
  
	
  
	
  

PARTNER PROFILE
Playas, Guayas, Ecuador
Planter Name: Fredys Loor Mendoza
Place: Playas Canton, Guayas Province, Ecuador
Vision: To be a church that wins souls utilizing the gifts of trained
believers to serve God and the community
Fredys Loor Mendoza serves as pastor of the Plenitud de Dios
Church in Guayaquil, Ecuador. Plenitud de Dios is affiliated with
approximately 300 affiliated churches nationwide. Ten of those
churches have existing programs with Compassion International
with approximately 3000 children enrolled in Compassion’s Child
Sponsorship Program; thus there is already a standing and positive
relationship between Compassion and this new church.
Pastor Mendoza has the vision to plant a new church in
collaboration with Stadia and Compassion in the Playas canton of
the Guayas province of Ecuador. Guayas is a coastal canton located
to the southwest of Guayaquil. It is a moderately sized canton with approximately 42,000 inhabitants and
is home to some of the most beautiful beaches in Ecuador. That being the case, tourism is the largest
industry in Playas. Fishing is another activity native to Playas, along with some agriculture, but prolonged
periods of drought have caused the land to become almost like a desert, thus only crops such as Carob
and Pitahaya can be produced. While fishing and agriculture are the largest industries in the canton
behind tourism, they are really only complementary activities to please the tourists and meet the internal
dietary needs of the residents.
Though Playas offers beautiful beaches with luxurious
hotels and dining establishments to its tourists, the
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reality of life for those who live and work there is
much different. The people of Playas live on an
average income of $200 per month. Approximately

70% of the population lives in poverty (without basic needs being met), and that number rises to 80% in
the more rural areas of the canton. Much of the population lacks potable water and sanitation.
The specific neighborhood where pastor Mendoza and his team plan to plant a church has a population
of approximately 3000 with two-thirds of those being children under the age of 18. This group has
previous experience in church planting, and they already have a plan in place to support the local
planter, who will live in the community where he is planting, with economic, spiritual and ministerial
support. They will also provide him with mentoring and on-going training and education from the
denomination during his time serving as pastor. Pastor Mendoza’s experience also includes having
previously built four church facilities; thus, his group already has a good idea of the process, the
associated costs, support-raising and time and financial management. In addition, pastor Mendoza
already has a plot of land which is construction-ready within the community. The only thing they lack at
present are the resources to begin.
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